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DESCRIPTION

This course is a survey of 20th century metaethics culminating in discussion of current research of each of the instructors.  We will discuss moral ontology, epistemology, and semantics.  Topics include: non-naturalism, naturalism, error-theory, expressivism, and response-dependence analyses.  Students should gain a general overview of the subject as well as some exposure to some of the most recent developments.

TEXT

Russ Shafer-Landau and Terence Cuneo, eds. Foundations of Ethics, Blackwell (2007)
ASSESSMENT

Undergrads: Formative Essay + Exam or Summative essay; option of presentation

Post-Grads: Presentation + Short Summative essay

SEMINAR TOPICS

Week 1: Introduction—what is metaethics?


Shafer-Landau and Cuneo, ‘General Introduction’ [FE: 1-5]


Sayre-McCord, ‘The Many Moral Realisms’ SJP 1986 (online)
Week 2: Early Non-naturalism and its discontents
Moore, ‘The Subject Matter of Ethics’ [FE: 465-473]

Ridge, ‘Moral Non-Naturalism’ SEP (online)

Frankena, ‘The Naturalistic Fallacy’, Mind, 1939, pp. 464-477 (JSTOR)
Week 3: Early Anti-Realism, part 1; Expressivism


Ayer, ‘A Critique of Ethics and Theology’ [FE: 40-47]


Stevenson, ‘The Emotive Meaning of Ethical Terms’ Mind 1937 (JSTOR)


Stevenson, ‘The Nature of Ethical Disagreement’ [FE: 371-375]

Week 4: Expressivist’s early discontents


Geach, ‘Assertion’ Phil Review 1960 (JSTOR)


Philipa Foot, ‘Moral Arguments’ Mind, 1958, pp. 502-513 (JSTOR)
Week 5: Early Anti-Realism, part 2; Error Theory and its discontents


Mackie, ‘The Subjectivity of Value’ [FE: 13-22]


Harman, ‘Moral Explanations’ [FE: 333-337]


McDowell, ‘Values and Secondary Qualities’ [FE: 137-144]

Week 6: Constructivist Alternatives

Shafer-Landau and Cueno, ‘Introduction to Constructivism’ [FE: 79-84]

Firth, ‘Ethical Absolutism and the Ideal Observer’ [FE: 107-119]

Korsgaard, ‘Realism and Constructivism in 20th Century Moral Philosophy’ JPR 2003 (online)

Week 7: Contemporary Non-naturalism

Shafer-Landau, ‘Ethics as Philosophy: A Defense of Ethical Nonnaturalism’ [FE: 210-222]



Jonathan Dancy, “On Moral Properties,” Mind, 1981, pp. 367-385 (JSTOR)
Week 8: Contemporary Naturalism


Boyd, ‘How to Be a Moral Realist’ [FE: 163-185]


Railton, ‘Moral Realism’ [FE: 186-205]

Week 9: Contemporary Anti-Realism, pt. 1


Blackburn, ‘How to Be an Ethical Anti-Realist’ [FE: 47-57]


Dreier, ‘Metaethics and the Problem of Creeping Minimalism’ (online)

Week 10: Contemporary Anti-Realism, pt. 2


Ridge, ‘Ecumenical Expressivism:  The Best of Both Worlds?” (online)
Chrisman ‘Expressivism, Inferentialism, and Saving the Debate’ or ‘What Sellars and Habermas Have to Teach 21st Century Metaethics’

Week 11: Catching up and conclusion
